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The bill establishes accounting guidelines for 
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service that will help put AmeriCorps 
on a sound financial footing. It is also the 
essential first step toward maximizing enroll-
ment this year to benefit the nonprofit orga-
nizations that count on AmeriCorps mem-
bers to offer help and hope to people in com-
munities across the country. 

I hope Congress will continue to show 
strong support for my effort to help every 
American answer the call to volunteer service 
and act quickly to strengthen and expand na-
tional service by passing the ‘‘Citizen Service 
Act.’’ 

Message on the Observance of 
Juneteenth, 2003 
June 19, 2003 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Juneteenth. 

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 
issued the Emancipation Proclamation, de-
claring ‘‘that all persons held as slaves’’ within 
the rebellious states ‘‘are, and henceforward 
shall be, free.’’ This news reached slaves 
slowly as word was passed by Union soldiers 
and individual plantation owners. Almost two 
years later, on June 19, 1865, Major General 
Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, 
to declare the end of the Civil War and the 
freedom of the slaves. 

Juneteenth commemorates General 
Granger’s announcement and provides an 
opportunity for people across America to cel-
ebrate the end of slavery and the joy of free-
dom. On this day, I encourage all citizens 
to learn more about the rich heritage of Afri-
can Americans and their many contributions 
to our Nation. With knowledge and under-
standing, we will continue our efforts to en-
sure that our society provides the opportunity 
for every person, of every race, to realize the 
promise of America. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a memorable celebration. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of 
Brazil 
June 20, 2003 

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
the President of our friend Brazil to the Oval 
Office. This is the third meeting I will have 
held with the President. It shows how impor-
tant our relationship is. Brazil is an incredibly 
important part of a peaceful and prosperous 
North and South America. I can say that, 
from the perspective of the United States, 
this relationship is a vital and important and 
growing relationship. 

On a personal perspective, I’m very im-
pressed by the vision of the President of 
Brazil. He’s a man who clearly has deep con-
cerns for all the people of Brazil. He not only 
has a tremendous heart, but he’s got the 
abilities to work closely with his Government 
and the people of Brazil to encourage pros-
perity and to end hunger. And today the peo-
ple of both our countries will see a series 
of initiatives on a variety of fronts, which in-
dicate that this relationship is a mature rela-
tionship and an important relationship. 

And Mr. President, I’m honored you’re 
here with us today. Welcome. Thank you, sir. 

President Lula da Silva. I think that it’s 
very important in our third meeting that we 
should make it clear to the public opinion— 
to Brazilian and American public opinion— 
about the relationship between Brazil and 
the United States. It is a very strong relation-
ship that has been in existence for a long 
period. I always believe that it is possible to 
even improve more these relationships. Since 
the last time I was here, on December the 
10th of last year, still as President-elect, I 
went back to Brazil with a certainty that 
Brazil and the United States do have the pos-
sibility—can have the most profitable rela-
tionship with the United States. And this re-
lationship between Brazil and the United 
States should be on the basis of sincerity be-
tween people, on the reliability that the lead-
ership must have, and not just build up a 
spectacle for the press and for the public. 

I learned during my past life to—I learned 
how to deal with people on the basis of trust. 
And I believe that Brazil is and can continue 
to be a good partner of the United States. 
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We have many things in common. And cer-
tainly, this meeting that we are accom-
plishing today, this is a novelty. It’s not a 
summit meeting with two Presidents, but it’s 
a meeting that has Cabinet members of both 
Governments, so that from this meeting on-
wards, our ministers can continue to work 
together independently of the two Presi-
dents. And without any question, I believe 
that we can surprise the world in terms of 
the relationship of Brazil and the United 
States. 

And I hope that soon we will have a meet-
ing in Brazil so that President Bush can per-
sonally see the dimensions and size of our 
country, that Brazil is not just Carnival, and 
it’s not only soccer. We have other marvelous 
things in the country. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all for coming. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Federative 
Republic of Brazil 
June 20, 2003 

The United States and Brazil resolve to 
create a closer and qualitatively stronger rela-
tionship between our two countries. It is time 
to chart a newly purposeful direction in our 
relationship, guided by a shared vision of 
freedom, democracy, peace, prosperity, and 
well-being for our peoples, in order to pro-
mote hemispheric and global cooperation. 

We are among the most populous democ-
racies in the world. Forged from diverse cul-
tures, proving that diversity is our strength. 
Continental in size and immigrant in origin, 
we share the fundamental belief that free-
dom, democracy, and social justice are uni-
versal aspirations, essential for peace and 
prosperity and unconstrained by either cul-
ture or level of economic development. Our 
commitment to human rights for all people 
in every nation is strong and unwavering. 

We agree that representative democracy 
and the rule of law are indispensable to 
building modern economies and political sys-

tems that promote growth, accountability, 
transparency, and stability, and encourage 
economic opportunity without favor or preju-
dice. Democracy is essential to sustainable 
development. In the same way, reducing in-
equality and improving social justice con-
tribute to stability and international security. 

We affirm that countries should embrace 
policies that promote growth and social in-
clusion, which are the key to increasing in-
comes, improving standards of living, and 
ending poverty and hunger. We share the 
conviction that governments should work to 
empower their people through good govern-
ance, fighting corruption, ensuring personal 
security, encouraging enterprise, and pro-
viding all citizens access to high-quality edu-
cation, adequate health, and nutritional care. 

We agree that free trade furthers pros-
perity and development, contributes to the 
promotion of entrepreneurial initiative and 
to the strengthening of the private sector, 
with positive social impact. We also agree 
that trade liberalization can contribute to dy-
namic growth, technological innovation, and 
to individual and collective advancement 
over the long term. We therefore reaffirm 
our commitment to fighting protectionism. 

We have built creative, entrepreneurial so-
cieties. Regionally as well as globally, we have 
important responsibilities in areas such as 
commerce, science and technology, energy, 
environmental protection, education, and 
health. The currents of commerce and cul-
ture that link our societies run strong and 
deep. Our partnership of shared values leads 
us to seek a natural partnership of shared 
endeavors. 

As two nations recognizing both the prom-
ise and desperate poverty of Africa, and the 
strong ties and African heritage of many of 
our citizens, we commit ourselves to working 
together for an African continent that lives 
in liberty, peace, and growing prosperity. We 
intend to pursue this goal through our diplo-
macy and the promotion of projects that rein-
force economic, commercial, social, and cul-
tural ties with the countries of Africa. 

Therefore, the United States and Brazil 
will engage in regular consultations, working 


